Ixxxiv	Introduction: Part VI
12. Story of the Twelfth Statuette.   The spendthrift Heir, and
the Woman tormented by an Ogre
In Vikrama's city dwelt a rich merchant named Bhadrasena,1 whose
son was named Purandara.1 When Bh. died, P. began to waste his
goods extravagantly. His friends 2 warned him to save his money,
calling attention to the great power of wealth; but he replied that there
was no use in hoarding money, and that one should live for the present
alone, since what is to be must be (vss 308,432) .3 So he spent all his
wealth; and when he had become poor his friends and kinsmen would
not have anything to do with him.4 So reflecting on the changes that
poverty brings, and finding life at home unbearable, he left the city.
And in a distant land5 as he slept by night in a house near a grove, he
heard the voice of a woman in distress calling from the grove for help.
He askt the people of the place what it meant, but they could not tell
him. He returned home, and told this story to Vikrama. V. went
thither, and hearing the cries went into the grove, and found a raksasa
beating a woman to death. He challenged the demon to fight, and
killed him.6 He then askt the woman for her story, and she told him.
She had been the wife of a brahman, but had no love for him and
could not live with him; 7 so he curst her 8 at the time of his death,
saying that she should be tormented every night by a raksasa. When
she askt for mercy, he granted this much, that when some hero should
come and kill the rak§asa she should obtain release.8 She then gave
him as a gift of gratitude nine jars of treasure9 which she had; these
the king gave to Purandara, and returned to his city.
1. Not named in BR. 2. His friend Dhanada SR. 3. The vss in all but BR, which
is very brief here. 4. This sentence and the following reflection are not in BR. 5. In
a city (named Madhura MR) near the Himalaya SR, MR; near Mount Malaya
(evidently a secondary corruption of the other) JR. Place not specified BR. 6. The
challenge and the fight are described at great length in MR. 7. So SR, JR; in MR,
BR we are told that she was unfaithful to him. 8. So SR, MR, BR; in JR the brah-
man died of grief at his wife's lack of affection and, becoming himself a rak§asa, re-
turned to torment her every night. Of course, therefore, JR has nothing of the curse
or the promise of release from it. 9. So SR, BR, JR; in MR she tells the king where
the rak§asa had stored up a great treasure. In SR and BR we are told that she was
at the point of death, and in fact in SR she dies in the king's presence.

